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THE 
Preface to the Unbyas'd Reader. 


\ \ TE live in a divided and opinonative Age, and mens ſenti- 


| ments of things, for the moſt part, being as various as 
their Complexions 3 Books have thetr Dooms, according to the 
different apprevenfions of their Readers. Some Tratts haye been 
applauded more for the Name of toe Writers, or Opinion they ef- 
pouſe, than for any ſubſtantial Worth tobe found in them : Other 
are too of ten rejected and decry'd, becauſe their Authors are not of. 
their Perſwaſuon; tho they harve Plain Scripture, the moſt Att 
thentick, Evidence for any Goſpel-Dotrine or Pratiiſe, to plead for 
them. Some are the better treated for their Learned and Polite 
Styles, tho they want that which ſhould give them juſt recommenda- 
tion, namely, Truth ; while Other which have it on their ſide, 
meet with hard uſage ; and that (which is to be lamented) from 

Good 3Hen too, becauſe not ſet off with thoſe Artificial Embel- 
liſhments, which gain ſo faſt upon a Fanciful Qreneration, that. 
Rbetorical Pamt paſſeth for true Beauty. 

But if thou art [uch an One, as the Preface calls thee, an Un- 
byaſt Reader; One who art jully and ſolely for God not regarding. 
the Names or Writings of Men, any further than they accord with- 
the Revealed word of Gol , if thou art free to receive Truth, 
for its own ſake, and reſol-veſt to bearken only to bim that ſpeak- 
eth from Heaven ; then may it he boped, this Vindication of 
Believers Baprilm will frnd a cordial Welcome with thee, 

1 hou canſt not, if thou haſt read any thing, be wholly a ſtranger 
to the Controverſy about the Proper Subje@ts and Right Admis. 
niftration of Bapti/m, between thoſe that are for Sprinkling, or 

Pouring ; 
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The Preface to the Unbyas'd Reader. 


' Pouring of Water upon Infants, ard thoſe that Dip or Plunge 
tnder Water the whole Body of Profeſling Believers only, [ 
do confeſs on the one hand, tis ſad to conſider what ſtrife there is for 
Vittiry, but on the other, 1 repoyce to ſee Chrift and his Truch 
Triumph,as they do in Believers Baptiſm. Great þas been the Ops 
poſition made againſt this Holy Ordinance , but greater has been the 
Defence of it. Every Age bath afforded ſome Teſtimonies for this 
Truth, but now we are incompaiſed with a Cloud of V Vit- 
| Nefles, Never was any Point more fully prov'd or vercer 
clear*d than this has heen. That one would t1nk or Oppoſites 
ſhould either alter their miſtaken Prattice, or be willy falent. 

But ſince t'ey ſtill go onin their Error, and ceaſe not to argue 4s 
gainſt this Ordinance, *tis neceſſary it ſhould be guarded from the 
Attempts of its Aſſ ailants. 

The wortby Author of the enſuing Diſcourſe bas Traveled foy- 


_ merly with good {ucc2{s,it this Field of (ontroverſy ; aud row with 
noleſs, againſt hum whocalls his Byok, An Antidote to prevent 
the Prevalcacy of Anabaptitm,e#c. Her: thu baſt the Cavils 
and Obj: 01s of the Aaverſary, anſwer d, Inf nts, or little Children 
provd to baveno Habitual Faith,the diff outs n of the Uld Covenant+ 
State demonſtrated,and the Infants of Believers ty bave noRight,as 
the Seed of ſuch, to Holy Baptiſm In awad, the Antidote is 
throughly examined,and proved to be a Counterfeit. 
I ſhall add no more, but my hearty recommendation of this Book 
to thy Reading, deſiring of the Lord, that trou mayſt fo Read as 
to Underſtand, and jo Underſtand that thou maſt Practice. 


London, 20th. of the Thy Soxls well wiſher in the 
5th, Month, 1693. \ Lord our Righteouſneſs. 


Richard Claridge. 
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A Plain and Impartaal Inquiry into the Antidote, 
and upon Examination found a Gounterfeit. 


OU LD any have expeSted leſs then that this Gentleman's 
Book, in the Body of it, ſhould haye anſwered the Title- 
Page, namely, 1nfant- Baptiſm Vindicated ; which indeed proves 
nothing but a Bravado, and flonriſh , for 'if it be Vindicated, 
1t muſt be either becauſe Chrift commanded it, or ſome of his 

Apoſtles praCtiled it; ſome commended for its Oblervation, or others 
reproved tor its Negle&; bur not one word of all this appears in his 
whole Diicourſe : 1 hen how can Infant-Baptiſm be Vindicated? Alſo he 
comes as ſhort in the other part of the T itle, An Antidote to prevent the 
Spreading of Anabaptiſm, he means Bekevers Baptiſm. Can he ſtop the courſe 
of the Sun, the ebbing and flowing of the Warer: Can he number the 
Clouds and Stars, or weigh the Wind, andthe Fire, orthe great Mouns 

rains? 1 ben he may an{wer his Title, What! is this Man reſolved ta 
ſer himſelf in a poſture of War againſt God and his Word ? Doth he 
think in this to proſper? Will he endeavour to prevent the ſpreading 
of that which our Lord Jeivs Chriſt hath given his Miniſters in Com- 
miſhon to ſpread ? He ſeems to be grieved at our Tranſlation of a Book. 

concerning, Bapriſ;o, from Engliſh into IPelch ; bur it this be to be Pileg 
we ſhall be more Vile. What can be expe&ed when a Man ſhall be an Ad+ 
vocate againit rhe Truth 2 | 

HE cel s usof ſome few Refleftions upon ſome remarkable Paſſages 
in a Book of H.C. of Wapping. What ſhould be the Reaſon this Gen= 
tleman did not antwer that Book? He hath not ſaid any thing tothe Ar- 
gument of it; but pick a lictle here, and a little there, which he thought - 
he could deal withal; but the Argumenc of the Book is untouchr, He 

calls them, a few Refletions; he may well call them a few; for in 139 
Pages be hath not ſpoken to as much Matter as Three Pages contain. As 
for Argument, in his Book, it is fo little, that ] was dead to the anſwering 
of ita long time, not fearing his making many Profelytes to Pedo-bap- 
7:ſn, nor hinder the ſpreadivg of the Truth, tho he did his Endeavour; 
but the Bo. k tcing io tu!l of Scnrrilicy, baſe and abuſive Language, and 
he being, as It 15 ro be feared, blinded wih-Prejudice, when he wrote it, 

coutd not fee nis Evil ; therefore thc few Lines are intended, in the 

roam-of an Oculiftl to anen bic Bro on Lorri on 


-and Praftice, before he leayesthe World. TI have in my Book laid down 
ſeveral Arguments to prove the right Mode or Manner of the Admi- 
niſtration of Baptiſm to be by Dipping, not Sprinkizng, and that the Sub- 
zedts are to be Underſtanding Believers, not Ignorant {nfants. I have ſpoken 
ro aboye 20 ObjeCtions, bur he doth not pretend to give the leaſt Anſwer 
to cither, what ſhould be the Reaſon rhat he did nor take Paragraph by 
Paragraph, and anſwer it fairly, lirea man of Sence and Realon? Somme : 

| are ready to argue thus, and they cannot help it; Ir iseither becauſe he 
could nor, or v/ould not : Not becaute he would nor. for that would ar- 
ove little warmth for his own way, yea, a kind of betraving his Caufe. 
{ wiil conclude he is more true to his own Principle 3 therefore ſome ſay 
Ergo, in the Negative, he could not ; bur if he can, the Prets is yer 0- 
pen for him, or any other : and it he be conſciors ro himlelt he cannot 
reſpond to it, Iet him fall in with che Counſel therein given, 

AS for the Eight Queries, they arc reducible coFive, becauſe the 4th, 
zh and Cth,arc all of one imporr. As tor the major part of rhoſe Que- 
ries, they afte& not us; only he makes a Man of Straw, and fi. hts with 
it, or his own ſtadow. *T is certainly an Argument of profound Conf 
dence, for a man to pretend tothe World the ditcovery of the Errors of 
a People whoſe Principles he knows no more, comparatively, than 1 
know Utopia; or elſe why doth he begin with this que:tton, Whether it 
be poſſible jor children dying in their Infancy, to be ſaved > But if it be not from 
JIsnorance, then. it is from a worſe Root, tor it's apparent cnough that 
he labours to infinuate unto the world, as if we imagined no infants dy- 
Ing in their Infancy unbaprized could be ſaved ; bur if his Book were 
well conſidered, he rathcr deſerves Auſtin's Title, the hard Father of In- 
fants. Now, tho know none oi another mind, but that Children muſt 
ſtand in the Day of Judgment before God's Tribunal, yet his Topicks 
and Mediums, Ithink, are not ſound co prove it by - He quotes a Texc 
which tells us, That every perſon ſhall be judged according to his Works, T his 
Textcannot affe& little Infants, which have no Works, good nor bad. 
Was the Scripture written for the fake of Infants, or the Adult? Was 
not this written to the end Men ſhould look to their Works, that they 
Might give a good Account, Ir is well this Man isnotthe Peoples Eyes, 
for if he were, I fear they would be all quickly with him in the Dirch of 
Errot : What ! becauſe Rev, :0. 12, faith, 1 ſaw the dead ſmall and preat 
ſtand before God , that therefore the Small here are little Infants, The latter 
35 exegetical of the former, cvery one being judged according to his 
Works, argues, That the ſmall are either rhe poor. oppoſed to the rich 
in the world, or thoſe not come to the pzriction of Men, in oppoſition 
tothem which were, yet knew good and evil, ſo wer> judged every one 
- according to his Worxzs, Thoſe is this Text are judged according to their 


Forks , but little Infants have no Works, good nor bad , therefore they cannet be 
vere intended. | 


4 h BB, ; 

' THE fecond Query is, Whether Infants are ſaved by any other way thaii 
by Faith in the Imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt * In page 5. he afferts Infants 
are ſayed by Habitual Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; That Infants are 
ſayed by Chriſt, we have afferted, becauſe we know of no other Name 

but Feſus; bur that they are ſaved by Faichz Habitual Faith in Chriſt, 
_ muſt confeſs I neyerread irin all the Book of God ; I wiſh he could ſhew 
me the Chaptzr where Chriſt ſaid any ſuch thing, Thar Infants are Sa- 
ved by Habitual Faith: Whar! would this Man'make a New Bible, 
have a new Rule to tell us of things never heard of? Had he the 
| Notion by Inſpiration he ſhould have told us fo; Now 1do not wonder 

the man 1s 1o well pleaſed with an unſcriptural Baptiſm, when he aſferts 
an unicriptural way of ſaving Infants; and yer this Gentleman will ad- 
venture to prove this in ſuch a way, and by ſuch Topicks and Medi- 
ums, that both the Univerlities could hardly eyer think. of; for he 
brings, to make good this Thejts, all rhoſe Scriptures which ſpeak of the 
abſolure neceſſity of the Adult, of Men and Womens Rege- 
neration , and believing, and applies them all unto little In- 
fants; as that in Mark 16. 16 He that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſs- 
ved ; but he that believeth net ſhall be damned, (We have nor lett our the lat- 
ter part of thee Words now, for | remember the falſe charge.) But to 
this Text in Mark, when Chriſt gave a Commiſſion to his Apoſtles to go 
znto all the World to preach the Goſpel, an.! to inform them 7 they believed, 
and were baptized they ſhould be ſaved; but if th:y believed nut they ſhould be dam- 
ned were they to preach this to little Infants? T hat they wereto believe 
upon the penalty ot i)aw.nation ; (I do nor ſay, bapt:zed upon the penalty of 

Damnation, tho you have unwarily aſſerted ſome of usare like the Jews in - 

Judea, who aſſerted no Circumciſion. no Salvation, fo no Baptiſm rio 

Salvation.) Bur toour buſineſs, ir ſeems Miniſters are bound to go into 

the Werid, and preach to Infants as well as tne Adulr, that they believe 
upon the penalty of Damnation for ris is tae great Text brought once 
and again for infants Baptiſm, becauſe they have faith ; bur how came 
' they by it? was it by hcaring the word preached, according to the 
Commiſhon in that p/ace ? No, no, faith the good man, 'cis habitual 
Faith infpired. Why then doth he bring this { exr? becauſe he 15 almoſt 
at his Wits cad; and famiſhed for want of Arguments, and ſo will catch 
at any thing. EE 

PRAY take one argumentto think on before wego further, If none 

are here intended in Mark 16. but Men and Women Capable to Hear, and a- 
Eually to Believe the Goſpel of Chriſt , then Infant Habitual Faith 7s not 
here intended ; bur the tormer is true, therefore rhe Larter (you fee 
the mans great Bullwark is thrown down ar once.) It is a wonder rome 
that a man who hath been fo lorg a proteſt Chriſtian ſt.ould be fo long 
ionorant of the word of God + what was the Scripture Calculated arid 
written for? to be preached ry'them: why then dui he nor carry bis chil- 
dren when infams to hear rhe word 2 11 he faith no, the Goſpel w.s got 


| (4) 
written for Infants,why then doth he bring that Text that hath no-mans 
> nerof relation to Infants, bur oaly to cheAdult? You are in the pound Sir, 
- - get out if you can, Then he com:s with a home queſtion ; But may ſome ſay 
bow ſhall we know that lnfanis have habitual faith * How ſhall we know it in- 
deed? for my part Icanno: tell how, 1 wih this G:atleman could etl 
me;for he hath ofcentim:s afferced no Faich no $alvacion, neither for Old 
or Young. Bur how do you think he Anſwers this queſtion ? by asking 
another, and as weakly auſwering it ; How do we know any children, ſaith 
he, are ſaved but by the Fudgment of charity, and fome Scriptural Tntimations ? 
Ah,poor man,this had beea better in chea oar;by ſome Scriptual Inarima- 
tions:Pray give us ſome Scriptual Incimationstha: Infants have faith, and 
we will fay no more, Your bringing a Prophecy of Chriſt our of the 22 
Pfalm 9,10. will not do it, and though I give you all you can deſire 
that it may alſobe ap>lied unto David, it ſignifieth nothing to the point z 
T bou didſt make me hope when upon my motoers breaſts, that is, thou didlt give 
me ſufficient ground for hope and truſt if I had been capable of aCting that 
grace and v. to. I was cat upon thee from-the wam5. thou art my God from my 
mothers belly,char is,T was hike one forſakew by his parents and caſt wholly upon thy 
Providence ; fee our late Annotations. Bur for all chis Infants have habiru- 
al Faith, ſaith our Antagoniſt, bur his arguments are lo feeble that main- 
£211 It, that it's likea tottering Fence; well, bur what if I ſhould ask, vehat 
do you mean by Habicual Faith:Irhink there cannot be leſs in the word 
than this, that they baye-an Inclination to believe, and that-rhey-have 
Power, Might, Ability to believe ; and if it be ſo, what is the reaſon they 
do not believe ? ſurely ifthey have Power, Strength and Ability ro be- 
leve, 1s it notreaſonable they ſhould be damned it they do not believe ? 
 whichare his own words, page 17 no Faith,no Salvation neither for Young nor 
O14,1f by Hebit he meant an Inclinarion to believe,a diſpolirion,co believe, 
then ler him-prove they nave ſuch a diſpoſition ; and what it 1s that 
hinders their believing; we ſay a perſon thar is diſpoſed to a thing, hath 
Power aftually to do it. If he donor underſtand the meaning of the _ 
word habitual, why did he write it? wast to confound the igno- 
rant with the word {nfant-ſeed of believers being in Covenant ; what 1s 
meant by being in Covenant? there are thouſands of themſelves know 
nothing of ir.Secing they.do not mean theEleCtion of Grace, for my part 
IchinkTranſubſtantiation, habitualFaith,and the Infant ſeed of believers 
in the coyenant are terms equally allowable and probably equally un- 
derſtood among their various Profeſſors; this habitual Faith in Infants is 
much of the likeneſs ofour- Arhenian aſſertion, that Infants bave tairh 
Potentia, tho not Au wiſtble , fo you fay they have babitual, though 
not aftual vifible Faith ; for- my yart | think. it calls for a prodigious 
Faith for any. man to believe latants bave faich potentia, or habitual; all 
ou have done is only begging when you {ould have been a digging 
Bug think you have given away your(Cau'c, and habitual Faith roo, in 
Page 25. inthele words, Ged 35.9 free Agent, and bejlops his Gifts 0. Grace 
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#nd Mercy upon whom- he pleaſeth, May not an earthly King beſtow his 
bounty upon a poor dumb Cripple that can neither ask nor go to him 
 forir, no, nor return him vocal thanks ? Is not this to allow and ſay 
whar I have faid, T hat Infants are happy through the imputed righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt ; tho as poor dumb Cripples that can neither ask nor 
20, nOr return thanks ? So that tho in cite he ſaith, . as I do. yet calls 
my Sentence a ſtrange Sentence,which aſlerts Infants fins are donc away: 
by the Imputation ot Chriſts Righteouſneſs, page 18. And would any 
man, bur one void of common tenſe urge ſuch Scriptures for Infant in- 
Herent Faith, as Rem. 3. 26. Godis the juſiifier of him that believeth in Jeſus, 
Eph. 2. 8, 9. By Grace are ye ſaved through Fath, not of works, leſt any man 
ſhould boaſt, Gal. 3. 22. But the Scripture hath concluded all under frm, that the 
promiſe by Faith of Jeſus Chriſt mgbt be given then: which believe. And Mark 
16, 16G. He tha: belicucth, and is baptiſed, ſhall beſaved. And Gal. 6. 15. 
For in Jeſus Chrift nether circumciſion nor Uncircumciſton availeth any thing, but. 
Faith which worketh by Love, or a new Creature. And he might as well have 
added, 1 Cor. 7- but the keeping of the Commands of God, Rome 5. 1. being 
3uſtifzed by Faith, we have j eace with God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Rom: 
3. 20. Thereſcre we conclude a Man zs Juſirfied by Faith without the deeds of the 
faw, i-oth this man think in his Conſcience that ever theſe things 
were written or Pieached unto Infants, or in any ſenſe intended thar 
Infants ſhould have the comfort of it; if not, why are all rheſe Scrip- 
turcs applycd untorhem, when God never intended it for them ? 1 hope 
he hath been caught better ro Expound the Scripture; Bur ftill he poſt- 
tively afferts Infants have Faith, and do believe, and proves it by two 
Infailible W itnefles, as he thinks, the one is Mark 9g. 42. And who ſo ſhall 
offend one of. thoſe little ones which believe in me, it were better for him a milfone 
were hanged abcut his neck and caſt into the Sea, Thele little-ones he aſſerts 
are Iniants ; but | would fain know, had la mind to offend a believing 
Infant, how ſhould 1 know which were him ? There is no more appears 
in one Intant than another. Secondly, Men muſt. know ſuch a one 
which owns Chriſt, for it is becauſe he owns Chriſt that any of the . 
wicked offend him : Bur how ſhall I know the Infant with his Inherent” 
Grace and Faith, wbat Family he is in, where he dwells, ſhould I bave 
a mind to offend him? Again, how ſhall the Infant know Iam offend- 
ed with him for his believing in Chriſt? Mark, Reader, the verſe before, . 
- Whoſoever ſhall give a Cup of Water to drink in my Name, becauſe they belong to- 
Chrijt, ſhall not loſe his reward. T hen the next words are, And. whoſoever 
fhall offend one of theſe little ones which believe in me, Sq that you ſec rhete 
lictle ones Chriſt ſpeaks of, are ſuch as go under the notian of Chrilts 
Dilciples, making a vilible profeſſion ; and if we do the leaſt kindneſs | 
for rhem we ſhall nor loſe our reward . Bur how ſhall I know waich 
Infant. ic is that hatch habitual Faith, thar ftands in need of ting 
- Cup of Water? It cannor diſcover its own thirſt, and fo the pocr | 


lafant. may Dic, though 1, had a mind to relieyc it. Ihe. 


Eighteenth of Matthew, is bronght in by. Chriſt upon the ſame 
account to abate the pride of the Diſciples who. were diſco'1rſing 
who ſhould be greateſt and be the higheſt in Heaven; upon this Chriſt 
calls a little Child, -and tells them, except they were Spiriually what 
that Child was Naturally, in Meekneſs, Humility, free from Revenge 
and Pride, They could not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, So he goes 
on, whoſo ſhall offend one of thoſe little ones which believe in me ; not the lit- 
tle Infant or Child called and fer in the mi iſt, but choſe Believers that 
were like them in Humility, wrought by Faith in Chriſt ; for had Ia 
mind to pleaſe er diſpleaſe an Infant with his habitual Faith, I know 
not where to find him ;- and ſurely our Lord did nor ſpeak of ſuch who 
were never like to be known : Oh, when will you ceaſe to pervert the 
right word of the Lord ? How diſingenuous are you in 'aying, I owned 
they were Infant-Children , but would not own they believed? My 
{peaking thoſe words was not from thoſe Scriptures. bar two others 
namely, Luke 18. and Matt. 19 See my book, page 33. 36 where ©.hil- 

ren were brought to Chriſt to be rouched; from whence flome infer they 
were Baptized. But I need not wonder y:11 are fo unfair with me, 
when you are ſo with the very Word of G:d,when God ſaith, As :6, 
34. That the Faylor believed in God wito all bis Hoaſ-, yo politively ſay, 
here we read of none but the Jaytor whica did believe, and yet not- 
withſtanding, ſay you, his whole Family was Bapt:zed- I hope, Sir, 
you believe there is a Judg. Mr. Charnocz ſpeaking or an Habit, reils us, 
*It isan inward Frame enabling one toAF readily and cafily,as when an 
*Artificer hath the habitof a Trade; the new Creature conſiſts in graci- 
* ous qualities and habits, which beautify and diſpoſe the Sou' io att 
Crighteouſly and holily : Hence habits. are as Sceds which make the 
© Earth capableto bring forth good Fruit ; but what good Fruit hath an 
* Infant with all his habitual grace 2 This habir, ſaith he, 15 exprelt By a 
* fountain of Living Water ſpringing up to Eternal Lite. Page 75. 
© Some ſav indeed that Regeneration is conferred in Baptiſm upon the 
* Ele, and exerts it felf afterwards in Converſion ; but how lo ative 
© aprinciple asa Spirirual Life ſhould lie dead or a ſleep ſo long, cven 
* many years, Which intervene between Baptiſm and Converſion, 1s not 
© eaſily Conceivable. Where theſe habits are, there is a Spirit of Love, 
© of Grace, whereby as their underſtandings are poſſeſt with a know- 
© ledg of the Excellencies of his ways, ſo their wills are ſeaſoned by the 
© power of this Habit: And furcher, as Chriit had a body prepared 
© him to do the work of a Mcdiator, ſo the Soul hath a habit prepared 
© to do the work of the new Crearure. as the corrupt Nature is the ha- 
* bit of ſin, ſo the new Nature isthe habic of Grace ; God doth not on- 
* ly call us to Believe, Love, Obey, bur brings in rhe Grace of Faith 
F and Love and Obcdiznce ; this habit receives various Denominationss 
© either from the Subjc&,or Obje&,rtis ſubjectively 1n the Effence of the 
© Soul ;, but as itſhows it (elf in the Underſtanding 'cis called the know- 
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* tedg of God; as *tis in the W1ll, *tis a choice of God, as in the AﬀeRi- 
© on, *tis a motion to God;and from the Object it 1s diverſified; as it cloſes. 
© with Chriſt Dyine, 'tis Faith; as it rejoyces in Chriſt Living,it is Loye; 
© as it lies atthe Feer of Chriſt, itis Humility; as it obſerves the Will of 
© Chriſt,it is Obedience: as it (nbmitsro Chriſt affliting, it is patience; as 
© it reyards ( hriſt offended it is grief; yet all arifeth from one habir , bur 
© where doth any of theſe things appear in the Infants habitual Faith; he 
*rells you further, where the babir of true Grace is, there is a ready dil- 
6 poſition to every gocd work, becauſe Seminally in cyery renewed per- 
© fon —And, ſaith he, as *tis ready in reſpe& of diſpoſition, ſo it is in 
* the aftii ity of motion; yea is naturally aCtive according to 1ts divine 
* Nature, mworcover tis voluntarily aftive, where theſe havits are there 
©15a kind of natural neceffry of motion from life and habit; yea 'ris 
© feryently aCtive, ihe nobler the Being of avy thing is, the greater de- 
Corec of aftivity it 1s attended with ; yea, 'tis unboundedly aCtive, alfo 
* powerfully a&tive, cafily aQive, and pleaſantly aftive, the entire inclt- 
© nattons of tize Soul ſtands right to good aftions, Mr. Charrcck, 2 vol, 
© page 85. ro 94 Now lerall thoſe Gharafters of Habitual Grace be pur 
© ropether, and 1hen conſider whether any of theſe things can afteCt lirtle 
* Infants, 1 hope by this time you have enough of Infants Habitual 
© Faith. I will only add this further, page 94, 1 here is in this habit an 
orderly motion and aCtivity,and a permanent aQivity.,a Spring of per- 
© petua] moricn, even untoeyerlaſting Life ; how then can all the In- 
© fant Seed of Believers have this Habictuai Faich, when ſo many of 
* them make their Parents Hearts to ake ? This is like Mr. Jars 
ſhall's Notion -in his Sermon before the Parliament, God' doth Seal the 
Infant preſently, and puts their name into the Decd, and that God ac- 
cepts of ſuch a Scal on their parts as they are able to give in their !nfanr 
age,cxpetting a further Rarification when they come :0 riper years, and 
that inthe mean time affords them :he favour of being in Covenant with 
- him, and that the ſurety of the New Covenant 1s pleaſed to ke thei: 
ſurety, yet ſaith, when grown men, they may refuſe ro ſtand to this Co- 
venant and nullity all : Oh amazing! How inconiſtent is this with per- 
ſeverance? Take this Ar -ument for a clofe of your ſecond Query,and An- 
ſwer it, Thoſe Children of Beitevers which Die in an Unregenerate 
State, either never bad the Habits of Grace or elſe if th:y had them, they 
have loſt them ; But there 7s wo fofing Hahurs of Grace; Ergo, they ne- 
wer had them. If you ſay thev had them , and bavye Joſt chem, rhar 
is againſt your own principle above verfeverance : If you ſay they never 
had them, then you conradi&t your own took, which afſerts, I hat: 
all the Jyfanrs of Beiiovors have it- ard therefore you Baprize them : 
ger ont of this Priioc. 4. votÞas you can; | | 

FOR your third Q4: ry. WW hat if i allow all Believers arc wholly 
paſhve in P.cgenera lot, 16 Can BO Mare Kcgencrate themicives, ena 
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Faith? Tsthis a concluding Argument ? Surely no; Pray Sir goto School 
and learn better Logick,for this is no Argument in Barbara: TI here isno 
' more, ſay you. in Children to hinder Grace. than in the Adult : Ergo, 
they believe, (what think you Sir, is thzs good Arguing.) Chriit can raiſe of ſtones 
Children unto Abraham , Ergo, ſtones believe, or Stones are wholly paſhve, 
and have nothing to hinder Regeneration, Ergo, Stones are Recenerats 
ed ; When you bring better Topicks and Mediums co prove your Arygu- 
ment by, more may be ſaid toir; bur you may think I have ſaid roo 
much to diſcover your Ignorance of Divine things already, Here we 
way give a hintto vour fifth Query, Whether - Children may not bave 
| the Golden Oyl of Gods Free Grace, as well as Adult perſons? Anſwer, 
What little Infants have, or what they may have , li-th not within our 
Sphere ; ſecret things belong unto God, Revealed things unto us; but 
the queſtion is, how this Gentleman will prove that intants have this. 
grace which qualifieth them for Bapciſm; my neighbour is capable of be= 
ing King of Dtopia, Ergo he is king of UVtoprz, doth rhis © onclude ? che 
Scripture ſaith Men and Women ought to believe who are capabic of 
knowing good and evil ; therefore infants do belteve who know neither 
good norevil. Your 4qths 7th, Sch. Queties look one way, and we 
do aflert infants may be fit for the Kingdom of God, as our Lord hath 
faid ; and yet notqualtfied for Goſpel Ordinances : Can 1: be thewed that 
ever our Lord Inſtiruted Goſpel Ordinances for Infants:Could it be made 
appear that Infants have Repzntance, i aith, and are taught oi God, haye 
the anſwer of a good Conſcience profefſedly, rhey would have a Right 
ro the Ordinance of Papriſm;but this Logick will never paſs the Schools, 
My Child ſhall be heir ro my Inheritannce,ergo, he is capable of under- 
ſtanding the ſigning and ſcaling of ir ar eight days old ; had you ſaid he 
had been capable of underſtanding the ſealing this Eſtate over unto him 
ar One and T wenty,it had carried more of 1 ruth and Reaſon in it. Why 
_ are Children denyed the Lords ſupper if fir for baptiſm ? what, are 
Children believers, and kept from the Lord's Table? do we ever read it 
was deaicd to atrue Believer? whar,are Children New Creatures, Rege- 
nerated, Born again, and deny them rhe Elements of Bread and Wine: 
O!h! hard Father of Infants. Men as wiſe as your ielf gave Infants the Eu- 
charilt for ſeveral hundred years, from ſome of your own Topicis, and 
will you deay it themzall your long harangue abour Infants being capable 
of one Ordinance, and not of another, is bur wind; will you ſay in the 
Ordinance of the Lord's Supper, thcre muſt be inherent Grace, and alſo 
Grace exerciſed;bur a itate of Grace.tho not exerciſed,fay youzis ſufficient 
for Baptiſm; Burt how doth rhis Gentleman know Infants are in a ſtate of 
Grace to qualific them for Baptitm ? the word doth not help him here, 
and if he conclude ſo from Chariry, then there 1s the ſame reaſon to 
have the ſame Charity for Children of Unbclievers,and more too ſome 
times,becauſe the Believers_hild often falls from a pretended Covenant, 
$:ate, Faith, Inherent Holineſs, New Birth, Regeneration, when the Une 
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| believers Child abides in all Truly. But how comes this Gentleman 
ſo bold as to Aﬀert and Print, T hat Atiual Grace is not necefiary 
to Baptiſm? Did nor Philip call for Attual Grace of the Eunuch 
before Baptiſm ? If thou Belieyeſt thou mayeſt : How then can Per-- 
ſons be wholly Paſſeue in Baptiſm? Did the Eunuch go down into the IV/a- 
ter, and come up out of the Water * Did Chriſt go almoſt Forty "Miles 10 
be Baftiſed, and did it as an- A& of Righteouſneſs, and yet whilly Paſſre? It 
you can fhew me another Bible where Chriſt {ince hath ſaid, 
Perſons need not Aﬀtual Faith, and are wholy Paſſive in Baptiſm 
I may change my mind. - Whereas he doth Magnity the Lord's Sup-' 

r fo much above Baptiſm, I do Aﬀert what ever is Sealed to a 
Believer in one Ordinance, 1s Sealed to him in another ; nay, there 
is more particular words of Incouragement added unto Baptiſm, than 
to the other : *Tis true, *tis all comprehended in thi, Thrs is my Body 
broken for -you, and- my Blood ſhed for the Renaſſun of your Sins , but for 
Baptiſm in Ads 2, you have the promiſe of Remifſton of Sins and gift 
of the Holy Ghoſt : In Adfs 22. 'ris ſaid to Waſh away Sins Symbolically, 
Mark 16. Salvatio: ts annexed unto Faith and Baptiſm ; the Lord's Supper 
was never fo D gnified as Baptiſm. by the Proccſhon of the Holy 
Ghoſt; and it is a Symbol of Regeneration and Juſlification, Rom. 6 Do 
I fee my Sins Pardoned, my Perſon :Jultifted, God Reconciled, my 
Perſon SanQtified, Heaven affured at the Lord's Supper ? | behold the 
ſame-in Paptiſm, there I ſee my Sins Buried in his Grave, as in 
the other Nailed to his Croſs ; here | behold my Soul Waſhed in his 
Blood, Juſtified by his Righteouſneſs, Saved ty his Death ; and isnot 
this a Marriage Feaſt ? And ought 1 not ro have the Wedding Gar-_ 
ment now as at the Table of toe Lord? | 

BUT this Gentleman reils me, I have Wruten ſeveral ſtrange 
Poſitions; 1 am not aſhamed the World ſhould fee rhem $ You mult 
know one of the firſt Arguments of the Church of Rome for Infants 
Baptiſm, is, That it Waſht away Origional Sin : Now becauſe I ſay in 
oppolirion to that, we know a better way to Waſh away Original Sin, 
namely, The Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſnsſs : This is one of my 
ſtrange Politions. But pray which is molt ſtrange, this, or the ap- 
plyivg all thoſe Texts, which ſpeak of Regenerated Men and Wo- 
men unto little Infants, and what they ſpeak of the neceſſity of -Faith in 
them, to apply it unto Babes, who neither know Good nor Evil. 

2dly, ANOTHER ſtrange Pofition 1s, becau'e | ſay, That as 
Circumciſfuon was the Door into the Jewiſh Church , which was Nanonal ;, ſo 
Baptiſm zs the Door. into 19e Goſpel Church, which is Congregatronal : Now 
this being true in his own Opinion ; why ſhould it be a ſtrange Po- 
{tion ? Why, Becauſe I will not allow, it came in the room of Cir- 
cumcifion.: Cannot I make two Doors to my Houſe, but one muſt 
- be a Iypeot-another ? Or rather, Cannot 1 pull down my Old 
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Houſe and Baild a New ; but my Door of my Firſt Houſe muſt be * 
Type of the Danr of my laſt, The Door of God's Goſpel-Houſe is 
larger than the Door of his Legal Houſe ; that Door was only large 
enough for the Jews, aad few poor Proſelyred Gentiles z but the Goſ- 
pel Door entertains all commers, Jews, Gentiles, Barbarians, Sythians : 
So that the Firſt Door could not be an Exemplar or Type of the Laſt; 
Then only. Males were Circamciſed 5 now Males and Females Beliey - 
ing may be Baptiſed; rherefore Circumciſion .could .not be the ſha- 
dow of Baptiſm; the SabjeQs that enter the Door are not the fame ; 
one are Ignorant Infants,the other Perſons of Underſtanding. Under 
the Law. the Sabjeds were wholly Paſſive, but now Church Members 
muſt be Aive in the Operations and At of Repentance and Faith; 
not only thoſe called Conformilts, but the Non-Gonformilts alſo haye 
loſt rhe Door, and the Subjz& that ſhould earer the Door; for here 
are they wholly Paſſive, when they ſhould be Active ;, fo that the yery 
Eſfence of the Ordinance is loſt; here is neither right Form , nor 
right Subje&, and what are they that enter not in by the Door, bur - 
climb up and come in fome other way into the Houſe ? 
READER, conſider whether this faying of mine be fo ſtrange as his, - 
which he hath put in two Hercuries, ſhewing. i was not the Author of 
his Book, which I would not haye been for the World : He tells the 
People, 1 ws never gwlty in Writing nor Preaching of any ſuch Extenſive 
Evangelical Truths: Is not this a piece of Arrogance with a witnels. ? 
How hath he expoſed his Profeſſion and Name to the World ? be- 
{ides he knows not what my Preaching is, nor hath Read, I ſuppoſe, 
2a third of what is written ; ſo that he ſpeaks in the dark, And where- 
as he faith, 7 never was guilty of Writing or Preaching ſuch things, I hope 
T never ſhall, Again, Is not that a ſtrange Pcſttion of his, page 25. Be- 
cauſel ſay, Jobn Baptif# required, Matt, 3. of the Phariſes and Sadduces 
Repentanee from dead Works, in order to qualifie them for Bapuuſm and Goſpel 
Church Memberſhip ; every Tree, faith the Text, that brings not forth good 
Fruit is hewen down, and caſt into the Fire. 
H E from hence concludes, and tells che World, that my judgment - 
is, That little Infants, becauſe they cannot bring forth good Fruit, muſt be cut 
down by the Ax of Divine Wrath, and ca$ into Eternal Fire : and faith, T and 
my party are for ſaving Infants, by and for good Works. Did ever man ſpeak 
more. impertinently, and wrong his. Antagoniſt more unreaſonably 2 
W hat, cannotl ſpeak ro the Adult and ſay, Unleſs you Repent you ſhall all 
periſh, butI muſt intead Infants who are not capable of it; and except 
you believe, you ſhall be damned; And when 1 ſay, He that ſows. to the fleſh, 
ſhall of the flzfh reap corruption, but muſt intend Infants : Surely the Do&- 
rine of the G2ſpel wasnever Caiculated for Infants ; theſe Lines of his 
muſt be W citten through Ignorance, Inadvertency or worſe ; however 
4 was, he oughc ro do his Neighbour right by a publick Recantarion ; 
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and alſo of that in page 24, where he ſaith, 7 ſme/rank of Rome, Popery, 
and Free Will, becauſe in my Book I give a reproof to the Seekers who 
pur a ſlight npon the Blefled Ordinances. See page 6o, 61, 62. I little 
thought he would haye been an Advocate for them. As ro my Judgment, 
abour Juftifying Faith , ic is well known both from the Pulpit 2nd from 

the Prefs ; but this is like the reſt of his Writing, who labours all he can 
to blacken the ways of God, and render the Profeffors of it as odious 
as poſſible , or elfe he-would never have raked into the Grave of one 
Godly Minifter who hath been Dead almoſt rwenty Years : He menti- 
ons ſeveral who haye Apoſtatized from the Truth, 7audas being one of 
them, Accumulates the Errors of fome in Principles, and orhers in 
PraCtice, and jumbles them all cogether tro makethe name of a Baptiſt 
Odious; nay, Publiſheth one particular paſſage of a Faithful Miniſter of 
Chritit (wherein he ſuppoſed ſome Weakanelis, thothere was none) who 
15now Living, and an Honourable Perſon in the Church of God, whom 
he calls a Paſtor of a Congregation, page 49. And becauſe we with hold 
from Infants what Chriſt wouid not have given them, he tells the 
World we make 20 better of Infants than Dogs, page Il. That we have 
Crafty Poſitions, uncouth Glojjes, that we mince and limit the Fundamental Do@t- 
zineof Mans Salvation, page 48. Doth he not acquire the name of an Ex+ 
quiſire Calamniator, when he tells the World, Some of them are Armint- 
ans, fome Socintans, ſome gone back to Fudaiſm, others of them Gormandizers ? 
page 51. Now Courteous Reader, conſider what dreadful work ſhould 
we make in the Church of God, if we ſhould Preach and Publiſh in 
Print the Errors of ſome of the Pedo-Baptiſts, both in Principle and 
Praftice ; but while we are Mourning under the Evil of others, I hope 
we ſhall not fall into the ſame our ſelves t He endeavoursto make thoſe 
Hearts ſad God- would not have made ſad, by Miſrepreſenting our O- 
pinion to the World, as if we held no Baptiſm. no Salvation ; and that - 
we account all Babylon, and none of the New Zeruſaiem but them of our 
Opinion, and very ſtreight in our Love and AﬀeCtion $ Is nor this the 

Man David ſpeaks of, That Travelleth with Imquity, Conceived Miſchief, and 
brought forth Falſhood ? Remember, remember: John Child , whoſe chicf 
cauje of Deiparation, was his ſpeaking and writing againſt thoſe. yery. 
People of God you now do. To. ; 

| NOW lcome'to your Challenge in your Book, page 12: 7 Challenge 
all the Anabaptiﬆs in the World to produce but one plain Text of Scripture either - 
zn the Old or New Teſtament, from Gen. 17. to the very la$# of the Revelations, . 
zo prove that ever the Children of Believing Parents were caſt out - of Covenant by . 
any Authority from God, and then I will Submit unto them, | 

MY fear is,this perſon is ſo prepoſſeſt char all a Man can ſay.tho neyer : 

ſo much to the purpoſe, jt will not be regarded; however, . becauſe-he- 
hath made ſo fair a promiſe, we will try if we can make. him {ubmit ;.- 
but, pray Sir, do not Anſwer this Book and thefe Arguments as my frft 
Rook. for I cxpeft a full Anſwer if vou Write.. 3 | 
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YOUR demand is, That we prove Infants In-covenanting, and the trivi- 
ledges Children once had with their Parents, repealed. RG Es, von 

THEREFORE that the Covenant of Pecutiarity made to Abraham, and bis 
Natural Seed, as fuch, is Abolifhed, ] prove from theſe four or five Argu- 
ments following, laid down in fo many Enthymems, | 

Aroum 1. THE Natural Branches are broken ff, Ergo, Childrens viſible 
Incovenanting is Repealed; the Antecedent of this Enthymem is clear- 
ed from the Apoſtles Aﬀertion, Rom. 11. 19, 29, 21. The Branches are 
broken off, By the Natural Branches,withour Controverlſy 1s to be underſtood 
the Natural Sced of Abraham, and the breaking off mult eirher be meant 
from a Vilible Church M:mberſhip, and External Priviledges there- 
unto belonging, or the everlaſting Covenant of Grace ; ir cannot be 


the latter. becauſe that Covenant is m mutable, therefore ic mnſt be the 
former + God ſhewed Zachariah the Prophet, Chap 11. 10, 14. upon a 


Proſpeft of the ZFews Unbelief in the Metab, and their putting him to 
Death, that he would take hzs aff of Beauty, and his ſtaff of Bands and break 
it, to fianify be would breakthe Covenant he had made with Ijract an. Zudah,who 
until this time were accounted the only Viltble Peoplc. of God in the 
Wor'd, tho now the Partition Wall is broken down, and all the Gen- 
tile Nations in the World are with the Believing Jews, all one in Chriſt. 
Hear worthy Mr. Cotton on the Covenant, page I. © Jon Baxtift's Mini- 


* try, ſairh he, did burn like an Oven againit all the Scribes and. Phart- 
© ſes, and left them ncicher the Root of Abraham's Covenant, nor the 
© Branches of their own good Works, Matt. 3. In thePretace to Dr. 
Owen's True Nature of Goſpe! Church, he ſaith, * God took thar numerous 
* Progeny which came from Abrahans |_.oyns to himſcif in one Vittble 
© Body and Vilible Church Memberſhip. * The whole Nation being 
* the ſame Politick Eccleſiaſtical Body, ſaith Mr. Tombes, which Church 
ſtate was only Carnal, as their Ordinances were ,. but, ſaith the Preface, 
© when God had divorced that People, Aboliſhed their Mofaical Con- 
© ſtirution by breaking their Staff of Beauty and Bands ; then. he ere&ts his 
_ * Gofpel Church, calls in Diſciples by his Miniſtry, forms them int: a 
*Body, and turniſhzth rhem with Officers ; (o that this Covenanr istak- 
en up by the Roots, and the Natural Branches broken off,none excepted, 
ur the Natural Branches which remain ſo by Faith in che Meſſiah, 
and lo they broken off, may be Grafted in again ; but unril then, .they 
remain broken oft, erzo, the' Viſible Incovenanting of Infants is Repeal- 
ed, for rhey could not be broken off the Everlaſting Covenaar of Grace, 
therefore ir miſt be the Covenant of Pecularity made with Abraham. _ 
Arg. 2. NONE areChrisPs Diſaples but juch as take up his Crofs and follow 
him ergo, nfants are not Diſciples. and fo no Vijtble Members of a Goſpel Church, 
4 he Antecedenr 1s fully proved from our Saviours Aﬀertion, Luke 14. 
20,27.If any man come unto me,and hate not bis Father and Mother,and Wife and 
:Chudren, and Brethren and Siſters, yea, and his 'own Life alſo, be cannot be my 
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Doſarple, and whnſorncr beareth not bis Croſs, an cometh after me, be canuet 
zry Difaple, rwice repoared, as it our Sayicer had toraſton- how mom 
_ - would boldly «fiert Intent Diferples who were weelly: wnczgabe of, 
Eet this. put you to everlaſting. Silence from mentioning Matt-28.10,your 


great Bulwark you always run unto ; now you may plainiy fee cur 


Saviour did not mcan Children, . when he ſaid, £0 Diſctple all Nations ;. if 
he had intended Intants.to have becn Diſciples alſo, he would have. 
made that exception ; but our. | ord knew they were 11 no wile capable: 
of being raughr, raking up.Chrift's © roſs and following him, withour 
wi:ich it's impoſhble, ſaith our blefſed Lord, you {hou}d be my Dilciples:.. 
'Thus you ſee that Children are excluded the Commiſhon, becauſe they. 
cannor be Diſciples, being wholly uncapable to take up rhe Croſs, and 
fo conſequently not Viſibiy in Covenant, nor Church Members; there- * 
pr Coveuant of Peculiarity with Abraham and his Natural Sced is | 
epealed, an” | 
Arg. \. The Promiſe of Remiſſuon of- Sin, and the gift of the Holy Ghoſt un- 
to the Children of Believers, ts upon the , terms of Repentance and Obedience, 
Ergo, the Promiſe is not to the Fieſhly and Natural Seed of Believers as ſuch. 
The Antecedenrt is proved trom vwods word, Ads 2. 38. 39. where 
the Jews upon Convifion by Sr. Peers Sermon, of their being the Mur- 
therers of the Mcfhah, cries out unto the Apoſtle , Men and Brethren, 
| that ſhall we do ? Peter Anſwers them, Repent and be Bapuyed in the name of 
 Feſus Chri$ for the Kemiſſun of Sins, anj-ye ſhall . receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; for thzs Promiſe z5 to you and your Children aiſo. yea, to the very Gentiles 
afar of, if they are called. Repenr, Believe and Obey the Mcihah, for cho. 
you called for the Guile of Chriiis Blood to be upon your Heads, and 
your Childrens, yet for your Comfort it ſhall nor be upon either. If both 


# .havetheſe Qualifications before mentioned , thereforc the conſequent 


roundly follows thar the Promite is not made io the Natural Seed of Be- 
hevers as ſuch, rherefore the Covenant-of peculiarity made. with 4bra- 
ham and his Seed is Repealed. Bur if you will nor yer comply with this: 
plain 'enſe of the Words, but thatthe Promite of God in this Text isto 
the Infant Sced of Believers as ſuch; conſ{ties your rask; if God hath 
made ſuch a Promiſe as Sins Remiffion, and the Gitr of the Holy Ghoſt 
toall the Narural Seed of Believers as{uch, then you are to make this ap- 
pear that the Believers Infant Secd as ſuch, are indeed Partakersof theſe 
Promifes which God hath here made, or elſe you Refic&t unfaithful 
neſs on God for non- performance of his Covenant, ſo that unavoidably 
all che Intanr Secd of Believers, as fuch, muſt be Saved, {ince Cod hath 
made the promiſe of Sins Remiſſion, and the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt 
unto chem, unleſs you ſuppoſe ſome may.Eternally Periſh which have 
theſe Gifts ; but if you will add, and fay, we never believed they ſhould 
be the better for the Promiſe, without an AQual taking Hold of the Co: 
'Yenant ; then ſhew us what Frome andPriyiledg the Child of s Be-- 
. | a Von | 1EVEE 


(14) : 
tiever hath, more than the Child of an Unbeliever, or Gentile afar off, 
if they do alſo aftually take hold by Faith of God's Covenant. Thus you 
ſee that the Promiſe is not to the Fleſhly Seed of Believers as ſuch, bur 
upon the terms of Faith and Obedience 4 therefore the Covenant of Pe- 
culiarity made with Abraham,a na his Natural Sced, 1s Repealed, 

Arg. 4. Abraham's Seed under” the Goſpel Diſpenſatton are only Afual true 
Believers, Ergo, the Covenant of Peculiarity made with Abraham and brs In- 
fant Seed, as ſuch, 75 Repealed. —- on, 

The Antecedent is clear, from Gal. 3. 29. If ye are Chriſts, then are ye 
Abraham's Seed ; you boaſt, faith Chriſt, Abraham zs your Father, but you are 
the Children of the Devil, for ye ſeek to kill me, ſo did not Abraham; boa not | 
of your Birth Priviledges, it ſionifieth nothing except you are born again, for the 
Children of the Fleſh, tho the Childrenof Abraham, are not the Children of God, © 
but the Children of the Promiſe, viz. The Children of Faith are counted for the + 
ſeed, Rom. 9. 8. The conſequent follows naturally, T hat the old way 
of Infants Viſthle Incovenanting is Repealed, unlefs you think Infanrs do 
believe; (0 thz: whatſoever was comprehended in that Promiſe made to 
Abraham and his Sced, Gen. 17. 7, can no ways affe&t the Secd of Beliey- 
ing Gentiles as ſuch: for my Seed, as a Gentile cannot be the Natural Seed 
of Abraham, a Jew; nor the Spiritual Seed of Abraham, becauſe ſuch are 
reckoned according to the Spirit and Faith; So that that Text, Gen. 17, 

_ 7. hath been very improperly applied all along to the Seed of Believing 
Geatiles. as ſuch, being neicher the Natural nor Spiritual Seed of Abra- 
bam ; And to advance a Iutle further, know this that no particular Be- 
lever can infer they are a Holy Root to their Poſterity ; becauſe Abra- 
bam is called the Father of the Faithful, for Abraham is accounted a Spi- 
Titual Fatner, but we are accounted Natural ; So that the Covenant of. .- 
Peculiariry made with Abrabam and his Natural Seed, as ſuch, muſt be A- 
boliſhed, becauſe we are not-accounted Abraham's Seed now, but as we 
believe in the Meſhiah, and for SConeile Believers Natural Seed, as ſuch., 
cannot be the Seed of Abraham, neither in anataral nor Spiritural Sence, 
therefore cannot in any wiſe affe& them: Here you have brought your: 
{elf again into a Nooſe, and I cannot help it. Now ſeeing the Sced of - 
Abraham are ACtual Believers, therefore the Covenant of Peculiaricy 
made with Abraham, and his Natural Sced is Repealed. | 

Arg. 5. Infants are not capable of the Qualifications of Goſpel Church Member- 
ſhip, Ergo, Infants Incovenanting and Church Memberſhip 1s Repealed, = 

. THE Antecedent is clear from their being wholly uncapable of be- 
ing Taught: and made Diſciples, by taking up Chriſt's Croſs and follow- 
ing him ; alſo of Seif-Examinarion. In the Covenant of Peculiariry made- 
with Abraham , the Infant Church Members.were. wholly Paſhive in ſut- 
fering.the ſign of the Covenant under the Legal Oeconomy. © But Mem- 

_Ebers of a Goſpel Church are Active ; the Corinthians gave themſelyes 
* rſt to God, and then to the Apoſtles, by the Will of God, in a Church: 
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* State z in a Goſpel Church they are Innitiated after Converſion, or'a 
© leaſt a Profeſſion of it : It's ſaid of ſuch, They that gladly received the 
* Word were Baptiſed, and they eat their Meat with gladnefs and fin- 
®osleneſs of Heart, arid went rotheir own Company: litt vp their Voice 
© 11 Prayer, and were Obcdient tothe Faith ; bur Infant Church Mem- 
© berfhip no ways agree to a Goſpel Church State, who are ſaid to be 
\*SanQtified in Chriſt Jeſus ; Saints by calling, Holy Brethren, Living 

* Stones, Chriſt's Spiritual Temple, and Houle of God. Ohurch Mem- 
* bers, now aretobe AQtive ; they are not to go, as Auſtin abſurdly faith 
of Infants going to Baptiſm with others Feet, believe with others Faith, 
Covenant with others Tongues. I am ſure Chriſt went upon his own 
Feet to Baptiſm near forty Mile, and the Eunuch alſo, and believed 
with his own Faith, and Coyenanted with his own Tongue. Now for 
the Conclufion, I ſay, Infants are not now Vilibly in covenant, it not be- 
ing within my Sphere what they are as to Gods Decrees, yet conclude 
well of all that Die in their Infant Stare. Bur feeing there are fo many 
Qualifications required individually to Goſpel Church Memberſhip, 
your task is to prove; that Infants have them; or give up the Caule, ac- 
cording to your Promiſe, and confeſs the Covenant of Peculiarity made 
_ - unto Abraham,and his Seed, is Repealed. 

Whereas you mention Jeremiah and Fohn Baptiſt SanCtified from the 
Womb ; on Jeremiah, our Annotators ſay, I have Appointed and Ap- 
ptoved thee asa fir Miniſter for the Work, I havePreparedand Ordain- 
ed thee for Publick Service, viz, not with Saving Grace, tho that need 
not to be excluded ; and of 7ohn the Baptiſt, they fay, being filled with 
the Holy Ghoſt from his Mothers Momb; this 1s true both as to Pro-- 
phecy. which is an extraordinary gift of the Holy Ghoſt, and alſo of 
the Holy Ghoſt confidered as a Sanifying Spirit ; Now confider, our 
Annotators lay the greart ſtreſs of thoſe two Men Sanftified from the 
Womb, upon their being fitted for publick Work, for as much as they 
had inſuperable Difficulties. which in thoſe degenerate and corrupt 
Times they muſt unavoidably Encounter with z but what if it ſhould 
be granted thoſe two Men were nor only Sanfiified from the Womb? 
"Thar is, fer a-patt to publick Work, which the word Sanftified lome- 
times imports ; but that alſo they were Savingly SanCtified in their | 
Hearts Is this a good Argument to prove, that all the J}nfanr Secd of- . 
believers have Habitual Faith from their Mothers Womb? If ſo, how 
COmMes it to paſs that ſo many of them Die unſanaibed ?: Logicians will 
tell you, iis unſafe Arguing from particuliar laſtancesto general; is this a 
good Argument ? Solomon was a very Wiſe man, ergo, all men are very 
Wife. Sampſon was a Strong Man.. therefore all Men have Sampſen's 
Strength- Abraham was a great believer, therefore, all Men have great: 
Faith. Moſes was a Meek Man, therefore, all Men are Meek, ang: all 
Men Patient, becauſe Job was ſuch, I hope we ſhall never haye thety In” 

| ances... 


{ 16.) 75 | 
Ninces mracd any mocreof Jobs Baptif,and Jeremiah, for roprove that all 
rac Infinc Sad of holfevers have Babnoal Fain. EE 
SEEING forme haye queried, where you fad that Children ave its 
bidder to be Baptiſed , tho you know it is rather your work to proye: 
che Poiitive , * That there is a Command for the Baptihing of 
Infants. than for me to prove the Negative, That there is none; for 1£ 
' yolt would bur prove the former, vou would fave. me the Labour from 
proying the latter ; however I {hall attrempr it for once. 
_ T O prove the Baptiſm of Infants Forbidden; + OE 
ALL poſitive Commands Prohibir whatever is repugnant thereunto; 
but the Baptiſm of Infants is repugnant to the politive command of 
Chriſt for that Ordinance. ergo, the raptiſm of Infants is prohib:ted. 
The Major is undeniable, the Minor I thus prove : It Ignorance be 
Oppoſed ro underſtanding, the want of an att of Repentance, Fairh and 
Obedience be oppoſed to the Act, and Teaching be oppoſed to them not _ 
capable of it, If a few drops of Water be oppoſed to a burial-1n Wa- 
ter 2 In a word, ifa wrong Suhjett and a wrong manner of Adminiſtra- 
tion be oppoſite to a right Subje& and manner of Adminiſtratton,then 
Infants Baptiſm is repugnant to Chriſt's Command for that Or linance, 
and therefore roundly Pruhibired ; for no man of Senle can imagin rhat 
our Lord can allow of any PraQice repugnaut to his own Commiſhon ; 
the word all Nations, in Matt. 28. is referable only to the Teaching of all 
Nations; all poſitive Commands , prohibit whatever is repngnant 
thereunto We might llluftrate when we are commanded roWorſhip God 
in Spirit and T ruch, it forbids all Ignorant Devorion, Formallicy and 
_ Hypocriſy, and when commanded to W orſhip God, ail Idols and Ido- 
 Iaty is forbidden ; to eat bread and drink Wine in remembrance of 
Chriſt, forbids a belief of his Corporal Preſence; what need | do an 
att to put me in remembrance of him who is Corporally Preſent, when 
God's Word afferts-we arc ſaved by Grace, it forbids Works as Meri- 
torious ; ſo when God Commands Perſons thar Profeſs Faich and Re- 
. pentance to to be baptiſed. it Prohibits all that are uncapable of thoſe 
Qualifications. Take heed of incurring Divine Diſpleaſure, by com- 
manding thar in the Name of the Lord, which he never commanded } 
Oh! whar a dreadful Judgment did God threaten againſt Jeruſalem for 
doing thoſe things which God Commanded them nor, 1z offering their 
Children toMolech zn the Valkey of Ben Hinnom, n hich I comman.:ed them not, 
faith God, neither came it into my mind, Jer. 19.5. The Geneva Note on 
that place, faith, Whatſoever is not Commanded by Gud, touching his 
Service, isagainſt God's word, becauſe not commanded: Was not Nadab 
and Abzbu prohibited falſe Fire when commanded to take Fire fromthe 
Altar? Is not Tertulhar's Notion true, every poſitive Command of Chriſt 
includes a Negative? by this Argament you may ſet up a grear part of 
the falſe Worlhip in Rome, by Iaterrogating where it is torbidden, read 
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Matt. 28.18. As 2. 37. Mark 16. 16. Rom: 6, 4. Aﬀs 8.36, 37. As 10 
All which Scriptures ſhew, that Infant Baptiſm muſt be Kepugnant unto; 
that Baptiſm which is from Reaycn, therefore is Prohibited, Fong 


Syllogiſtical Arguments againſt Pedo,and for Beltevers- Baptiſm. : 
_ Are,x. THAT which hathno Divine Command nor Example,none 
Commended for its Obſervation, nor Reprehended for its negle&, cannot 
be of .God, or Divine Authority ; but the Baptiſing of Infants hath no 
Divine Command nor Example,none Commended for its Obſeryation, 
nor reproved for its Neglet, ergo, the Baptifng of Infants is not of God 
or Divine Authoritys 
_ arg. 2. TRAT which hath a Divine Command and Example, ſome 
commended for its Obſeryation and orhers reproved for its negle&, muſt 
be of Ged and Divine Authority ; but the Baptiſm of Believers hath a 
Divine Command and: Example; fome commended for its Obſervation, 
others Reprehended for its negle&. ergo, the Baptiſm of Belicyers is of 
God and Diyine Authority, Hark 16, 15, 16. Luke 7. 29, Jo. _. _ + 
Arg.z. THAT which was the PraQtice of the pure Primittiveand Apo= 
. ſtolick Times, about Initiating perſons into the Church,” ought to be 
the ſame unto the Second Coming of Chriſt : But to Initiate perſons 
into the Church by Baptiſm, upon a profefſion of Faith, was the 
Praftice of the pure Primitive and Apoſtolick times ; ergo , to Initiate 
'perſons intothe Church by Baptiſm upon a profeſſion of Faith, ought 
to be the ſame unto the Secona Coming of Chriſt. This Argument dorit 
ſtand Immoyable againſt the'Churches tor Pedo-Baptiſm , unleſs rhey can 
aſſign the time and place where Chriſt altered the Conſtitution of his - 
Churches, and changed the manner of Initiation into chem, or eiſe ro 
their Peril be it, who Gonſticute Churches any other way, or Initiate 
Members contrary to the Apoſtolick Practice. | ” 
Arg. 4 THAT which is contrary to the Doftrine and Prafice of 
Fobn, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, is of Human Invencion. 
BUT the Baptiſm of Infants is contrary ro the Defrine and PraQtice 
of 7obn, Chriſt and his ApoMles, ergo, the Baptiſm of Infants is of Hu- 


man lnvenrion. 


FOR the Minor ; T hat the Baptiſm of Infants 1s contrary to the 
Dodrine and Practice of John, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, the whole New 
Teſtament Witneſſeth : That the Subjefs of this Ordinance were Un- 
derſtanding Believers,not Ignorant Infants, and-Uipping, not Sprinkling, 
the manner of Adminiſtration; and therefore the conſequence of the 
Major is true, Thar Intant Baptiſm is of Human Invention. | 

Hrg. 5, Thar Prad@ice which hath no Promiſe Annexed unto it, either - 


of Sins Remiſhon, Divine Preſence, the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, nor Sals 
vation,cannot be of God, or Diyine Appointment. 


E So BUT 


( 18.) | 
BUT Pedo-Baptiſm- hath no Promiſe annexed unto. it, either of Sins 
Remiſton, Divine Preſence, the Gifc of the Holy Ghoſt, nor Salvation, 

ergo, Pedo Baptiſm cannot be of God, or Divine Appaintmzat, | 
Arg, 6. That Praftice in the Church, which hach the Promiſe of fins 
Remiffion, Divine Preſence, ch: Gift of che Holy Gavit, and Salyation 

. annexed unto it, is of God, and Divine Authority, Es - 
Bi1T the Baptiſm of Bclievers, upon Profeſſion of Fairh, hath the 
Promiſe of Sins R:miſion, Divine Preſeace, th: if of the: Haly 
Ghoſt, and Salvation annexed unto ir, Mt. 28. 18. 4&s 2. 38 Mark 16, 
16. Ergo, The Baptiſm of Belicyers, upon Profeſſion of Faith, is of God 

and Divine Authoricy. | 

Arg. 7. THAT manner of Adminiſtration. of Baptiſm which no- 


way anfwers the Commiſſion nor Intention of Ciriit the Law-maker, 
cannot be Aathentick, | 


. 


- BUT the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm by Sprinkling, Pouring. or 
Droppins, doth no way anſwer the Commiſhon,nor Intencton of Chriſt 
the Law-maker, ergo, the Ailminiſtration of Baptiſm, by Spriakling, 
Pouring or Eropping, is not Authentick. | ; . 
The Minor is clear, That the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, by-Sprink- 
ling, Dropping or Pouring, doth no way anſwer Chriit the Law--mak- 
er's Commiſſion , becauſe he Commands rhe. Subje& ro be Dipt, Im- 
merſed, Buried ; in purſuance of which Command, the Apoſtles did 
aiways ſo Praftice. Secondly, -It can no way anſwer the intention of 
_ Chriſt the Law-giver, becauſe his Intention was, TI hart it ſhould be a live- 
ly repreſentation of the Death, Burial and Reſurre&ion of Chriſt, to- 
ether with the Believers Death to Sin, and a Reſurrcion ro a new 
ie; all which appears, Rom. G. 1, 2, 3, 4.5, S. Coloſ, 2 12. Now what 
Similicude or likeneſs is between Sprinkling. and Chriſts Death, Burial 
and Reſurrection, I leave to all the Judicious to conſ{i1der; would Chriſt 
take ſuch care to have his Death ſet forth in Lively Figures ac the Lord's 
|Table, in breaking Bread, and pouring out Wine ? And would Chriſt 
appointa Dead Figure in Baptiſm? No, no... 
Fo Ss, THAT Baptiſm which hath manifeſt Abſurdities cannot be - 
O OU 5 


Bur the Baptiſm of Infants hath manifold Abſurdities, ergo, the Bap- 
tim of Infants cantiat be of God. | | 
1 The Mimmoris thus provel ; ir's fall of Abſurdities, becauſe afferted by 

Tome, Thar perſon+ have Regeneration in their Bapritm before Vocati- 
on, and may be viſible Church Members before Converſion ; moreover 
that perſons may be baptiſed by anothers Faith, and making a Nittonal 
_ Gafpel-Church, inſtead of a Congregational, and bringing in a Carnal 

' Blefhly Szed into Chriſt's Church, in the room..ot a Spiritual. S-ed, 

That Faith and Repentance is required of perſons before bapriſed, 

yet conſeſs that Childreny unto whom they apply ic, haye DET _ 
- | \gain,. 
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Again, They profeſs that Baptiſm is a Demonſtration of a Spiritual 
Marriage berween God and the Believer, and yet Affign it unto One as 
uncapable of ſuch a thing as a Scock or Scone: Moreover , that the 
Baptiſmal Covenant enters into the Vifible Church, yet deny Church 
Membersthe Lord's Supper. 


Arg. g. That Baptilm that Introduceth Groſs Errors intothe Church, 
cannot be Divine, but Human, | 


 Burthe Baptiſm of Jafants introduceth grofs Errors into the Church, 
ergo, the Bapriſm of Infants cannot be Divine, bur Humane. 

The Minor thus appears of- its introducing Errors ; Jt was firſt nſed to. 
waſh away Original Sin. which nothing bur Chriſt's Blood could do. 

A- ain; It's uſed to work Grace and Regeneration,and Effet Salvationby 
the Work done; and againſt all ſence ſome fay, It is an Apoſtolical Tra- 

dicion, and that Children have Faith, are Diſciples of Chriſt , that all 
Children of believers are in the Covenant of Grace , defiling and 
-polluring the Church with falſe matter, and confounding the Church 
. . and rhe World together, introducing many Traditions and Inventi- 
--ons of Anti-chriſt with ir, as Goſſips or Sureties, Biſhoping or Confir- 

- Matlon, Chriſm,Exorciſm, Conſignation; finally, ic hach made a great 

deal'of Contention in the World, andfilled many with prejudice. 

Arg. 10, The proper SubjeQts of baptiſm ate ſuch who are capable 
of hearing the Word,and Teaching, of Repenting, Confeſfing of Sin, 
believing in Chriſt, and doing it as Chriſt's Commiſſion, a part of 

Goſpel Righteouſneſs, as Gods Councel. and as the Anfwer of a good 
_ Conſcience, and ought to do it as a Symbol of Chriſfts Death and 
. Reſurre&ion, rogether with our own Death unto Sin, and Reſurretti- 
to a New-Life,ergo, Infants are not the proper Subjects of Bapriim. 


Mr. Perkins faith, The Greek word &vtgaruue, Interrogation, 1 Pet. . 
' 3.21. of a good Conſcience, fignifieth a Stipulation or Promiſe which - 
the perſon Baptiſed makes. in Baptiſm : and further ſaith, He bath a - 
double Interrogation, one from the Miniſter, which he Conſcicntiouſ- 
ly Anſwers, to perform the things Coycnanted ; and the other Inters0- - 
gation is of his Conſcience unto God, whether he will accept him , if 
he Dedicate himſelf as his Faithful Servant , tho a poor miſerable - 
finner ? But how. can theſe things affe&. Little Infants? How doth it : 
appear they havethe Anſwer of a good Conſcience in Baptiſm? 


. * . To Conclude, Courteons Reader, I. pray -grant - me one requeſt, . 
- and thatis, That you would be pleaſed to take my book of Baptiſm, 
and conſider my. Antagoniſt's Anſwer unto it: I alſo deſire you would 
ſcriouſly compare my Anſwer with his Book, and | hope you will ind | 
nothing material left unanſwered , tho he hath not ſpoken to the _ 
| Marter contain'd in three pages, of one Hundred Thirty and Nine } : 


' LINED ; 94, | of { 20 D] EE: 7 OE POR Pe EY Go "I _ rel 
ty. Book of Battiſin 3. pray conſider, if be doth-give ary Anſwertzomy, © - | 
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Anſwer , or- whether he faith any thing to the Arguments of -Argit= _ 
 mentative- part 'of my Books, arid be nor puroft * with Shadows in- | 
ſtcad-of Subſtance, hor with 'a Shell inſtead of a Kernel; for you Haye . 
Reaſonable Souls, do not therefore ſuffer your ſelves to be 1mpoled | 
-upon to take Braſs for Gold, Non-ſence for Reaſon, nor mers In- | 
veations for Gods Inſtitutions; but like the Noble Bereans, ſearch the 
«Scriptures ts 'ſee whether thoſe things 'be ſo, or noz and believe no- 
thing becatiſe 1;-or- any 6rher Man faith it, bur becauſe Divine \Vrit 
. Affirms ir. In ſodoing you ſhall profic your elf, and oblige him who 
*+wiſheih you Everlaſting Proſperity, 2 | 
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Ct riſt alone Exalted : being the compleat Works of Tobias Criſp, D.D. 
4 containing XLI Sermons.on ſeveral Szle& Texts of Scriptures : 
-W hich were. forrherly Printed in Three ſmall Volumes,. by .that late 
--Eminent and Faithful Diſpenſer of God's Word 1 W ho was ſometime 
Miniſter at Brinkworth in Wiltſhire; and afterward many of the Sermens 
- were Preached in and about London. To which is .added Ten Sermons, 
whereof Eight were never before Printed, faithfully tranſcribed fronthis 
own Notes : Whichiis all chatieyer will be Printed of-the ſaid Doftors. 
_ | + *The Texts of Scripture 6fthe late Addition are.as follow, :73.-:; . 
: , germ. [John xx. 19.Bleſedare they.that bave not ſeen; and.yet have-betteved 
-, Serm. li, Rom. viij, 32, He that ſpared -not his own Son, but delivered bim 
up for. us all, bow. ſhall he not with him alſo: freely, grve us all things 2: - -. - 2... 
Serm- ILIV, V, VI. (the Matcerbeing undivided) Titus jj, 11, 12. 70r- 
. the Grace of God that bringeth ſalvation, bith appeared to-all men-; - teaching ws, 
: that denying ungodlineſs and-worldly laſts; we ſhauld live foberly, righteuufly, and 
-. godly 1s this preſent world; © ft of i bf i SS 3 ond? Sd 
-.  Serm. VII. Ames iv.-12. Becauſe Twill do. this unto thee, prepare thyſelf to 
=O, 3s, Pr no io ee nn 
:. . $erm. VI. Matt. xvi. 24. If. any man will come after me Jet him deny buniſelf. © 
 Serm. 1x. Gal. dij« 5. Wherefore then ferveth the Lan? it was adied becauſe of 
tranfgrefjion, till the ſeed ſhould come, to whom the promiſe 1as made 2 
Serin. X. Mr. Bruzfels Funeral Sermon; on Gal. i, 8. 1 et 1 
Melificaum Chirurgiz « or the Marrow of Chirurgery. An Anatomical © 
. -Freatifſe, [»ſittutions of /Phylick, with: Hipporrates's Aphoriſmslargely 
 Commented:upon.. The Marrow of Phyſich ſhewi:g the Cauſes; Signgand . * 
..:Cures of moſt Diſeaſes incident ro-humane Bodies. - - Choice Experienced 
Receipts for the Cure of ſeveral Diſtempers. The-Fourth Edition,cenlarg- 
- cd&with many Additions, and purged from may faults thar eſtaped in the 
iS former Impreſſions. Illuſtrated in its ſeyeral parts with twelve Braſs Cuts: © 
_ >. By James Cooke of IVarwick, PraGitioner in Phyſickand Chirurgery.. + -_ 
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